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Area of Concern:

A. To develop critical thinking skills among students

Learning Area : English

Achievements:

1. Implemented the Reading Workshops scheme at all levels.

2. Refined the reading skills in the school-based Reading Curriculum.

3. Infused elements of reading skills and strategies and critical thinking
skills into current tasks, tests and examinations.

4. Refined the school-based Reading Curriculum evaluation form.
(Appendix 1)

5. Infused specific critical thinking skills at specific levels. (Appendix 2)

6. Reading Workshops tasksheets were refined from Primary 4 to Primary 6.

7. Evaluation was done on the school-based reading curriculum. Data
collected was used in the reflection. 90% of the reading skills were taught.
74% of the students were able to use the critical thinking skills acquired
to complete specific tasks (spoken and written). 70% of the reading
tasks were infused with specific critical thinking skills in KS2.

8. Regular co-planning sessions were scheduled in common free lessons and

after school. During the sessions, NETs and local English teachers
evaluated activities and students’ performances of the previous week and
jointly decided the language focuses, skills and tasks for the coming
week.

Higher-order thinking questions and questions infused with critical
thinking skills were asked during classroom activities. The questions
helped students to discern the main idea, draw inferences and make
comments on main characters.
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Reflections:

1.

Critical thinking skills were stated in some worksheets in some levels.
Teachers were advised to state these skills in all worksheets in all levels.

P.1 students will be exempted from written tasks on critical thinking
skills. Teachers will observe P.1 students’ performance during lessons.

Reading comprehension exercises should be modified and refined to
provide a greater variety of question types and critical thinking skills.

In the first term, most of the students were not able to tackle test and
examination questions on critical thinking skills. However, the students
did well in the second term. It proved that they were able to learn and
use critical thinking skills when these skills were taught systematically.
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(1) BB

St. Stephen's Girls' Primary School
FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2007/2008

(Unaudited Report)
Income Expenditure Surplus/(Deficit)
$ $ $
Balance Brought Forward 3,111,277
I. Subsidized Funds
(1) OEBG Grant
(a) General Domain
1. Admin./Revised Admin.Grant 710,640 651,420 59,220
2. School and Class Grant 135,869 229,977 (94,108)
3. Noise Abatement 130,367 130,367 0
4. Putonghua Grant 1,213 430 783
5. Enhancement Grant 3,474 254 3,220
6. SBM Supplementary Grant 112,903 107,140 5,763
7. Training and Development Grant 6,385 4,907 1,478
8. Moral and Civic Education 7,542 2,331 5,211
9. School Development Curriculum Grant 25,578 22,423 3,155
10. Composite IT Grant 227,620 214,975 12,645
11. Intensive Learning Learning Support Grat 120,000 110,657 9,343
General Domain 1,481,591 1,474,881 6,710
(b) Special Domain
1. Guidance Programme Fund 3,346 1,866 1,480
2. Chinese Extensive Reading 6,305 6,305 0
3. English Extensive Reading 6,305 6,305 0
4. Capacity Enhancement Grant 813,812 912,859 (99,047)
5. Student Guidance Service Grant 432,056 412,329 19,727
Special Domain 1,261,824 1,339,664 (77,840)
(2) Composite Furniture and Equipment Grant 120,582 121,077 (495)
(3) Olymplism And Sports Grants 5,000 5,000 0
Subsidized Funds 2,863,997 2,935,622 (71,625)
II. Subscription Funds 885,741 55,521 830,220
Total Surplus for 2007/2008 school year 758,595

Accumulated surplus as at the end of 2007/08 school year
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Appendix 1

St. Stephen’s Girls’ Primary School

Evaluation of the implementation of a school-based Reading Curriculum 2007 — 08

Our area of concern was to develop critical thinking skills among students.

Our tasks were:

I.
2.
3.

refine the reading skills in the school-based Reading Curriculum
infuse elements of reading skills into the current tasks

infuse specific critical thinking skills at specific levels

Evaluation methods:

L.
2.

Survey and observation on students’ spoken and written performance in reading tasks

Formal assessments of a range of connected knowledge and skills in reading comprehension

Leve
1.

1: Primary

Refer to the school-based Reading Curriculum, please indicate the percentage of reading skills
you have covered in your focused teaching.

(Total no. of skills for focused teaching: ;  No. of skills covered: ) %0

Code

No.

Reading Skills

Al

follow left to right directionality

A2

recognize the beginning and end of single sentences

A3

identify and name all the letters of the English alphabet

A4

distinguish between upper and lower case letters

A6

recognize known clusters of letters in unknown words, e.g. in, chin, thin

A8

recognize familiar words in new texts

A9

sight read some common, phonically irregular words, e.g. @, you, said, are, was

All

read aloud simple words and short simple texts

A12 | use basic conventions of written English to read aloud short, simple texts

Bl

understand the information provided on the book cover (e.g. title, author, illustrator)

B4

make predictions about stories, characters and topics of interest by using pictorial clues and
book cover

B6

re-read a sentence or paragraph to confirm meaning

B7

re-read the whole text to establish and confirm meaning

B8

self-correct by using strategies such as checking understanding against predictions, using
context, reading further to clarify, asking for help

B9

recognize common abbreviations and other contracted forms, e.g. Mr., Mrs., 10:00 a.m.,
She’s ....

B12

guess the meaning of unfamiliar words by using contextual or pictorial clues

B18

recognize recurrent patterns in language structure, such as word structure, word order, sentence
structure
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1. Please indicate the reading skills (code no.) that your level was not able to cover this year.

2. Refer to the school-based Reading Curriculum, please indicate any of the other year levels’
reading skills (code no.) that you would like to see added to your level’s list.

3. What percentage of the reading comprehension exercises included
questions to develop students’ critical thinking skills? %

4.  What percentage of the students were able to use critical thinking skills
to complete reading tasks? %o

--- Thank you ---

Critical thinking skills

Key Stage 1 (P2 -P.3)
distinguish between obvious fact and opinion

formulate questions, make predictions
draw simple but logical conclusions
understand cause-and-effect relationships

Key Stage 2 (P4 — P.6)
distinguish fact and opinion as well as source and evidence (KS1)

formulate appropriate questions, make reasonable predictions and hypotheses (KS1)

draw logical conclusions based on adequate data and evidence, and make predictions about consequences (KS1'
understand and make deductions/inferences from sources (P.4 — P.6)

understand the concepts of relevance and irrelevance (P.5 — P.6)

cross reference other sources to determine the reliability of a source (P.5 — P.6)

question obvious bias, propaganda, omissions, and less obvious fallacies (P.5 — P.6)
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Critical thinking is drawing out meaning from given data or statements.
It aims at generating and evaluating arguments.
thinking is the questioning and enquiry students engage in to judge what to believe and what not

the accuracy of given statements.

to.

St. Stephen’s

Appendix 2

Girls’ Primary School

2007 — 2008
English Language
Critical Thinking Skills

Key Stage One (P.1 - P.3)

It is concerned with
Critical

Year | Descriptors of expected achievement Exemplars of implementation R.C.
P.2 | Provide, use, interpret and present Prepare a simple project on familiar C1
simple information from a source topics
P.2 | Distinguish between fact and opinion
P.2 | Distinguish between positive and Recognize the moral of a simple story B19
P.3 | negative values with teacher support
P.3 | Identify main ideas in simple spoken | Listen to a conversation about what
and written texts and state opinions children do at recess and express B22
opinions towards their behaviours
P.3 | Understand cause-and-effect Cause and consequence in stories
relationships conveyed in simple texts
P.3 | Ask questions, make predictions and Ask questions, make predictions and
draw logical conclusions draw logical conclusions about the
development of events and characters | B20
based on information given in simple
narrative texts
Key Stage Two (P.4 — P.6)
Year | Descriptors of expected achievement Exemplars of implementation R.C.
P4 | Identify main ideas, decide on Make judgement on the accuracy and B22
relevance, re-construct the event and the relevance of statements about
form views about its cause written texts C2
P4 | Use and interpret information in Listen to a conversation about
spoken and written texts, and make arrangements of activities and read
deductions and inferences from about the likes and dislikes of the C3
different sources people involved to decide on the best
activity for the group
P4 | Make predictions, inferences and Express own ideas to complete a story
P.5 | comments about characters and events | with illustration B20
in simple narrative texts Provide a different ending to a story
P.5 | Formulate hypothesis and develop Suggest some measures to prevent B0
simple reasoning as a basis for action | pollution
P.5 | Identify and question bias and Identify and question bias and B19
omissions in texts omissions in posters / advertisements
P.6 | Identify values, attitudes and beliefs Read an article about shoplifting and B19
expressed in texts express personal views
P.6 | Review and revise ideas in the light of | Revise own writing after discussion

new information or evidence
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