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Learning Area : English

Area of Concern: To develop critical thinking skills among students

Strategies: 1. Reading Curriculum:

a. Refine the reading skills listed in the school-based Reading
Curriculum.

b. Infuse elements of reading skills into the current tanks.

2. Infuse specific critical thinking skills at specific levels.

Achievements:

1. Implemented the Reading Workshops scheme at all levels.

2. Refined the reading skills in the school-based Reading Curriculum.

3. Infused elements of reading skills and strategies and critical thinking skills
into current tasks, tests and examinations.

4. Infused specific critical thinking skills at specific levels.

5. Reading Workshops tasksheets were refined at all levels.

6. Different genres and writing skills/elements were added to the reading
tasksheets at all levels.

7. Most of the reading tasksheets were modified and refined to provide a
greater variety of question types and critical thinking skills.

8. Critical thinking skills were stated in most of the tasksheets.

9. Evaluation was done on the school-based Reading Curriculum. 100% of the

reading skills were taught. 100% of the reading tasks were infused with
specific critical thinking skills in KS2. 75% of the students were able to use
critical thinking skills acquired to complete specific tasks (spoken and

written).

10. Anne Frank and Mummies and Pyramids were adopted as teaching materials

in P.5 and P.6. The infusion of critical thinking skills was achieved as:

P.28



1. there were controversial issues for students to discuss or debate

11. various and appropriate questioning techniques were used to guide

students to apply critical thinking skills

1ii. suitable contents were provided to arouse students’ interests

11. Though P.1 students were ‘officially” exempted from written tasks on
critical thinking skills, teachers still tried to infuse the same in the reading
tasksheets. P.1 teachers continued to observe students’ performance

through classroom activities.

12. Higher-order thinking questions and questions infused with critical thinking
skills were asked during classroom activities. The questions helped
students to discern the main idea, draw inferences and make comments on

main characters.

13. Regular co-planning sessions were scheduled in common free lessons and
after school. During the sessions, NETs and local English teachers
evaluated activities and students’ performances of the previous week and

jointly decided the language focuses, skills and tasks for the coming week.

Reflections:

1. To a great extent, the on and off presence of the EDB NET affected the
coherence of teaching and learning in all areas, especially much time was

spent on adjusting the reading curriculum for KS1.

2. There are not enough big and small books for Primary 3. Teachers would

continue to source out relevant themes or topics.

3. Students were not expressive when they were given argumentative issues,
they had the ideas though. Students should be encouraged to make
decisions based on in-depth reflection, criticism and assessment. Teachers,
on the other hand, should guide, clarify and extend students’ thinking skills

through emphasis on analysis, evaluation and creation.

4. Teachers should vary the level of questions to give students opportunities to

think deeply and critically.
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Teachers shall continue to modify and refine the reading tasksheets to

provide a greater variety of question types and critical thinking skills.

Critical thinking skills were stated in most tasksheets in some levels.

Teachers were advised to state these skills in all worksheets in all levels.
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St. Stephen's Girls' Primary School

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2008/2009
(Unaudited Report)

Balance Brought Forward
I. Subsidized Funds
(1) OEBG Grant

(a) General Domain

1. Admin./Revised Admin.Grant

. School and Class Grant
. Noise Abatement
. Putonghua Grant
. Enhancement Grant
. SBM Supplementary Grant
7. Training and Development Grant

8. Moral and Civic Education
9. School Development Curriculum Grant
10. Composite IT Grant
11. Intensive Learning Learning Support Grar

AN LB~ WL

General Domain

(b) Special Domain
1. Guidance Programme Fund
2. Chinese Extensive Reading
3. English Extensive Reading
4. Capacity Enhancement Grant
5. Student Guidance Service Grant

Special Domain

(2) Composite Furniture and Equipment Grant

Subsidized Funds

II. Subscription Funds

Total Surplus for 2008/2009 school year

Income Expenditure Surplus/(Deficit)
$ $ $
3,755,636
753,984 680,635 73,349
140,217 502,693 (362,476)
138,318 174,166 (35,848)
1,287 22 1,265
3,690 3,600 90
119,790 24,611 95,179
6,774 5,298 1,476
8,010 6,958 1,052
27,144 22,996 4,148
261,558 256,970 4,588
210,000 196,130 13,870
1,670,772 1,874,079 (203,307)
3,550 2,997 553
6,690 6,690 0
6,690 6,690 0
431,729 403,687 28,042
458,411 443,140 15,271
907,070 863,204 43,866
127,944 134,666 (6,722)
2,705,786 2,871,949 (166,163)
984,165 2,222,881 (1,238,716)
(1,404,879)
2,350,757

Accumulated surplus as at the end of 2008/09 school year
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